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Bank End Primary Academy

The Jest in everyone

Writing at Bank End

In line with the National Curriculum for writing, we aim to provide high-quality
education in English that will teach pupils to develop effective transcription and
composition skills. To achieve this, we teach pupils to articulate and
communicate their ideas. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience,
purpose, context and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and
grammar.

At Bank End Primary Academy, we follow the United Learning Curriculum for
Writing. This ensures that the children are exposed to diverse, inclusive, and high-
quality literature. Our aim is for children to develop a passion for writing, and we
believe that this can be achieved by giving our children: choice, freedom to be
creative and bring out their author voice.

The United Learning Curriculum is based on four key principles:

Developing pupils’ metacognitive
and critical thinking skills

@

» Teachers authentically model the writing process and
thinking aloud

- Critical literacy skills are incorporated into the curriculum
» Pupils become life-long readers and writers

» Links to other curriculum areas — where appropriate -

Ensuring the highest expectations for the
attainment and progress of all pupils

» Progression in learning is mapped across units, year
groups and key stages

» A diverse representation of high-quality texts are used
as models and examples

» Teachers have conviction that every child has
something worthwhile to write about

Supporting all pupils in developing
pleasure for writing and discovering
their own unique writing voice

reflect important real-world knowledge

- Pupils have choice to write about what interests and excites
them, and reflects their own lives

= Pupils have independence and autonomy

« A wide range of opportunities are provided for pupils to
write for authentic purposes and audiences

» Planning acknowledges and values pupils’ own diverse
funds of knowledge

Developing a secure understanding of 0
the writing process /’

« The writing process is recursive and not linear

« Functional grammar is taught within context

« New objectives are introduced in small, manageable steps
« Pupils have frequent opportunities to write at length

« Planned conferencing and workshopping allows teachers
to meet individual pupil needs
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Our Vision for Writing

Writing is a powerful means of communication which builds on the spoken word.
This vital skill is necessary to allow pupils to function, engage and conftribute within
our society. Our aims in teaching writing are to equip pupils with a strong
command of spoken and written language, and to develop a love of literature.

To develop children as writers, children need:
o Teachers who are writers
o Experience a wide range of texts.
o Opportunities to talk about what their writing
o Experience of writing for a range of purposes.

The United Learning Curriculum at Bank End Primary Academy provides pupils
with:

o The ability to acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar
and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken
language.

o The ability to plan, revise and evaluate their writing.

« The ability to write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their
language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes, and
audiences.

« Effective composition which involves articulating and communicating
ideas and then organising them coherently for a reader.

o Clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an
increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammair.

At Bank End Primary School, our writing units last between two — three weeks and
are linked to a core text, which sparks interest, curiosity and discussion. Children
are given the opportunities to write for authentic purposes and audiences.
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Aims
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We aim to:

Nurture the children’s sense of themselves as writers;

Create an ethos of achievement in writing;

Encourage children to become enthusiastic, confident and reflective
writers;

Provide purposeful writing opportunities where children write for a variety of
purposes and audiences;

Enable children to independently produce high quality writing across all
curriculum areas;

Encourage children to play with language and write for pleasure;

Ensure children can write using a legible script, joining when appropriate.
In particular, our teaching of writing will increase children’s abilities to:
Write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts;

Produce texts which are appropriate in relation to the purpose and
audience of the text;

Organise and present whole texts effectively, sequencing and structuring
information, ideas and events;

Construct paragraphs and use cohesion within and between paragraphs;
Vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect;

Write with grammatical accuracy;

Experiment with adventurous and effective vocabulary which s
appropriate;

Apply their understanding of phonics and spelling rules to all forms of
writing.

Apply their understanding from writing lessons to writing across the
curriculum in History, Geography, Science, and Religious and Worldviews.

Strategies to develop Writing Skills

Both transcription (speling and handwriting) and composition skills
(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing) are explicitly
taught during English lessons.
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e Handwriting is taught discreetly using the Nelson handwriting scheme.
Starting in EYFS through to Year 2, handwriting is also taught through Read
Write Inc phonics.

e Within each writing unit taught, the correct technical vocabulary is
modelled to children. They then have the opportunity to discuss with peers
and apply to their own writing.

e Children have frequent opportunities to read aloud their written work for an
audience and are encouraged to have pride in their writing.

e Children have the opportunity to become a published author by having
their work displayed in a variety of ways, i.e. sharing with other classes, in
reading areas and the school library, or performing orally.

e Throughout the teaching of writing, links are made to reading.

e Af the start of a writing unit, children are immersed in the genre and given
the opportunity to explore examples.

e Children collaboratively develop their understanding of the purpose and
audience of the text throughout the unit to ensure they understand the
intfended outcome of the unit.

e Pupils are taught how to plan, edit and redraft their writing.

e Pupils are taught effective composition by forming, articulating and
communicating ideas, before organising them coherently for a reader. This
requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an
increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammair.
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Developing Writing Skills in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Writing, along with reading, makes up literacy, one of the four specific areas of
the EYFS. The Early Learning Goals for writing come from both literacy and physical
development. They are:

Writing - children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match
their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write
simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are
spelt correctly, and others are phonetically plausible.

Moving and handling - children show good control and coordination in large and
small movements. They handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils
for writing.

Learning to write is closely linked to a child's physical development. Before
children can conftrol the muscles in their hands, they need to develop their gross
motor skills (those that need large or whole-body movements).

1. Gross motor skills

-Gross motor skills activity ideas:

-Use ribbon sticks to make large circular and zigzag movements in the air
-Swing and hang from climbing frames

-Lift and move heavy objects

-Paint with large rollers and brushes on a vertical surface (like a wall or easel)
-Marching to music

-Anything that encourages children to stretch their arms above their heads.

2. Fine motor skills

Hand-eye coordination is a key part of beginning to control small muscle
movements, and so we provide children with a range of interesting objects to
grasp, squeeze, pat, and poke. By handling objects, children are strengthening
their hands and fingers so that they can grip a pencil.




@ Bank End Primary Academy
\ The best in everyone™

w— ()

Fine motor skills and hand strength activity ideas:

-Use small droppers to drop water onto a target

-Use a spray bottle to fire water onto a target

-Screw up small pieces of paper

-Open and close zip lock bags using index finger and thumb

-Squeeze sponges to move water from one container to another

-Pop bubble wrap

-Push pipe cleaners through the holes of a colander

-Prod, poke, squeeze, and roll play dough or push it through a garlic press
-Pick up small objects and put them in compartments or a cupcake tray

-Twist and open containers with lids.

3. Mark Making

Before children are able to form letters, they need to learn how to make marks.
We recognise the importance of having mark-making and writing resources
available for children to use in every area of the early years provision - including
outside. Children need space to explore making marks, and boys, in particular,
may enjoy making large-scale marks on the floor where they can stretch out.

4. A writing environment
It is vital that all adults in the EYFS department model correct letter formation.

Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, spelling
quickly and accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and
letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word structure) and
orthography (spelling structure) of words.

This understanding begins in EYFS through daily, high-quality phonics lessons.

In EYFS, children are encouraged to attempt their own emergent writing, and their
efforts are valued and celebrated.
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As their phonic knowledge increases, so does their ability to write independently.

At the same time, their knowledge of key words is supported through reading and
writing activities, including shared reading and writing.

Legible letter formation is explicitly taught and modelled using the Read Write Inc
phonics scheme and using the Letter Join handwriting scheme.

A wide variety of opportunities are provided for children to engage in writing
activities and independently apply their phonic skills through role play, creative
activities, computing, and the outdoor area.

Developing Writing Skills in Key Stages 1 and 2

Phonics

At Bank End Academy, we recognise that phonics is fundamental to children’s
development as readers and writers throughout the primary school years.

From EYFS and throughout Key Stage 1, children engage in high-quality, focused
phonics lessons on a daily basis to develop both reading and writing skills,
following the ‘Read, Write, Inc' sessions.

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar

At Bank End Primary Academy, functional grammar is taught within context. By
using research driven concepts and strategies outlined by Judith C. Hochman in
The Writing Revolution, we aim to support pupils to develop skills, such as
grammar, sentence structure and organisation. Our approach aims to provide a
scaffolded method that builds confidence and competence over time.

Punctuation and grammar skills are taught within English lessons; however,
specific grammar lessons are taught within the writing sequence where new skills
are infroduced. Within these lessons, children are taught the terminology and
subject content specified in the National Curriculum 2014. Subsequent lessons are
then planned for the children to apply their learning.
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In EYFS and KS1, spelling is tfaught through Read Write Inc phonics. Once children
learn how to read the sounds, during phonics lessons children use the sounds to
spell words. Children use the strategy ‘Fred Fingers’ to support with their spelling.

Children’s spelling is developed in KST when children learn digraphs and trigraphs
(special friends). Children then go on to learn how to choose the appropriate
sound spelling for each word. Children use the complex speed sound chart to
choose the correct sound.

As children move into Key Stage 2, the Oxford Owl, RWI spelling programme is
used to teach the words and spelling rules which builds upon the understanding
developed in phonics and are linked to the National Curriculum expectations for
each year group. Children in KS2 also have access to the complex speed sound
chart to support spelling.

Teachers use a variety of techniques to teach spelling, such as ‘Look, say, cover,
write, check’, etymology, mnemonics, colour coding words, word association,
etc. Children are regularly quizzed/tested on their spellings, and it is expected that
when a word/rule is taught, children will apply this knowledge across all pieces of
writing, including words from their specific year groups’ spelling lists as identified
on the National Curriculum.

At Bank End Academy, we use the United Learning Writing Curriculum, which has
grammar planned progressively from Year 1 to 6.

Oracy

Good oracy skills are crucial to the development of writing.

e Drama and role play opportunities may be provided prior to writing when
teaching poetry or narrative.

e Teachers also plan for talking opportunities through drama, talk partners,
and group discussion to enable children to verbally rehearse their ideas
before writing.

e Some writing ‘publishing’ outcomes may be oral, allowing children the
opportunity to perform for an audience.
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Marking and Feedback

Throughout the writing process, verbal, in-the-moment feedback is given to pupils
to enable them to make progress. Written feedback is given when appropriate
and children are expected to edit in green pen.

Teachers are required to assess pupils half-termly using the United Learning Writing
Assessment grids which outline year group expectations. Following this, teachers
then plan to reteach identified gaps in future units.

In the Foundation Stage, the child and teacher read written work together. The
teacher may re-write the child’s attempts underneath as a form of tfranslation.

Teachers use their professional judgement to teach writing in a variety of ways.
These include:

Modelled Writing

When planning a unit of work, teachers will plan for modelled writing. Teachers
may prepare a modelled text to ensure they include the relevant features of a
genre. During this style of teaching, the teacher thinks aloud to develop
metacognition while writing and models strategies in front of the children,
communicating the strategies being used.

Teachers may model writing skills such as:
e Punctuating
o Rehearsing
e Proofreading
« Editing
« Word selection
« Sentence construction

e Paragraphing
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Shared Writing

This can take place in any curriculum lesson but is most frequently used during
English lessons. This strategy has far greater input from the children than
modelled writing. The teacher invites contributions from the children and
teaches writing skills such as:

e Rehearsal
« Proofreading
« Editing

e Production of a final draft
This may be the starting point for independent or guided writing.

Guided Writing

Guided writing is an important step in making the link between shared writing
and independent writing. During guided writing, the teacher guides learners at
an appropriate level through a number of strategies:

« Providing focused feedback to a group of learners with a similar identified
need and then teaching skills to address it

« Working with a group to model group or individual next steps or
misconceptions

o Developing or reinforcing skills taught in shared or modelled writing
e Orally composing a group text

e Focusing on the oral composition of sentences prior to writing

« Demonstrating a specific stage in the writing process

« Encouraging children to extend their writing further by writing effective
questions on their work for the children to respond to.

It can be seen that guided writing is a powerful teaching approach and provides
a good opportunity for teacher assessment. Teachers will plan guided writing
sessions flexibly and will often plan to work with a particular group of children as
a result of their teacher assessment of a previous writing task, where children with
similar needs are identified. At other times, teachers may identify a
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group of children with similar learning needs during a lesson and decide to pull
these children together immediately.

Paired Writing

Pupils write with another pupil to:

» Share ideas and gain immediate feedback through peer assessment
* Orally rehearse ideas prior to writing

Pupils often write with a partner when working on laptops, annotating texts or
using whiteboards.

Independent Writing

We want children to enjoy writing from an early age. Our ultimate intention is to
enable children to independently and effectively communicate in writing for a
wide range of purposes and audiences.

In the EYFS children are encouraged to write independently using their own
emergent writing from the time they come into school.

Throughout Key Stages 1 and 2 children have the opportunity to plan and write
independently and at length during every unit.

Writing across the curriculum

“Literacy is foundational for success in school and later life. Students who cannot read, write and
communicate effectively are highly unlikely to access the challenging academic curriculum in
school and more likely to have poor educational outcomes across all subjects.”

Rickets, J., Sperring, R and Nation, K. (2014). Educational attainment in poor comprehenders.
Frontiers in Psychology, 5. P. 445

At Bank End Primary Academy, we aim to provide opportunities for pupils o write
across the curriculum. We believe that writing at length in other parts of the
curriculum provides opportunities for pupils to:

o master their ‘target language’

« apply and consolidate their writing skills and knowledge of text types in new
contexts

« write for plenty of genuine purposeful reasons
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« learn to write as scholars of their subject.

At Bank End, we write across the curriculum in three main ways: writing at length
under one of the six text types, short bursts of scholarly writing and ‘bumping into’
writing objectives.




