
Reception Steps to Success in Writing 

Autumn Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand 

I can segment the sounds in simple words 
knowing which letters represent some of them 

I can orally plan what I am going to write  

1. I can sort words that begin with the same sound 
2. I can hear and say the initial sounds in words 
3. I can orally blend and segment sounds in words 
4. I can link some sounds to letters, naming and 

sounding the letters of the alphabet 
5. I can write phase 2 CVC and irregular words 
6. I can write phase 2 labels and captions 

1. I can retell a familiar story 
2. I can write my name and labels 
3. I can break the flow of speech into words 
4. I can orally innovate a familiar story 
5. I can tell an adult what sentence I want to write 

Spring Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand  

I can write Phase 3 CVC words and am 

beginning to read simple sentences. 

I can compose simple sentences and plan a stories 
using Tales Toolkit/ story maps 

1. I can link sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the alphabet 

2. I can write phase 2 CVC words and irregular 
words 

3. I can write phase 2 labels and captions 
4. I can write phase 3 CVC and irregular words 
 
 

1. I can separate words using a finger space 
2. I can have a go at writing a short sentence 
3. I can write a short story by innovating a story I know 

well  

Summer Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand  

I can write simple sentences using phonic 
knowledge to write regular words 
 

I can write simple stories 

1. I can write phase 3 CVC and irregular words 
2. I can write phase 3 captions  
3. I can write phonically regular words of more 

than 1 syllable as well as many high frequency 
words 

 

1. I can write a simple sentence that starts with a 
capital letter and ends with a full stop 

2. I can write a simple story using my own ideas 
3. I can write a simple story using story book language 

 
 

 


