
Reception Steps to Success in Reading 

Autumn Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Comprehension Strand 

I can segment the sounds in simple words and 
blend them together, knowing which letters 
represent some of them 

I can retell simple stories and talk about the key 
characters, events and settings. 

1. I can sort words that begin with the same sound 
2. I can hear and say the initial sounds in words 
3. I can orally blend and segment sounds in words 
4. I can link some sounds to letters, naming and 

sounding the letters of the alphabet 
5. I can read phase 2 CVC and irregular words 
6. I can read phase 2 labels and captions 

1. I can recall the main characters, setting and events 
in a story using Tales Toolkit 

2. I can suggest how a story might end 
3. I can sequence the key events in a story 
4. I can describe and answer questions about story 

settings, events and characters 
5. I can retell the story using pictures 

Spring Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Comprehension Strand 

I can read Phase 3 CVC words and am 

beginning to read simple sentences. 

I can demonstrate my understanding of a story 
when talking with others about what I have read. 

1. I can link sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the alphabet 

2. I can read phase 2 CVC words and irregular 
words 

3. I can read phase 2 labels and captions 
4. I can read phase 3 CVC and irregular words 
 
 

1. I can describe and answer questions about story 
settings, events and characters 

2. I can retell the story using pictures 
3. I can listen to stories, accurately anticipating key 

events and respond to what they hear with relevant 
comments, questions or actions  

4. I can answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions in response 
to a story  

Summer Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Comprehension Strand 

I can read and understand simple sentences 
using phonic knowledge to decode regular 
words 
 

I can answer more complex questions and discuss 
my views about why things happened in the story.  

1. I can read phase 3 CVC and irregular words 
2. I can read phase 3 captions  
3. I can read phonically regular words of more 

than 1 syllable as well as many high frequency 
words 

 

1. I can listen attentively with sustained concentration 
to follow a story without pictures or props  

2. I can describe main events in simple stories I have 
read independently  

3. I can use semantic and syntactic clues to read 
unfamiliar words 

4. I can express my own views about a storyline or 
character without prompting 

5. I can explain how a character’s actions have 
informed my view of them 

6. I can answer more complex questions about why 
things happened in the story.  

 
 
 

 


