
 

 

 

Once Upon a Time- Literacy 

Nursery Books Reception Reception Books 

Reading Steps Reading Steps- Decoding and 
Word Recognition Strand 

Reading Steps- Composition 
Strand 

I can retell stories using the 
pictures in a book 

1. I can listen carefully to a 
story 

2. I can hold the book the 
right way up and turn the 
pages 1 at a time 

3. I can join in the repeated 
parts of the story 

4. I can identify the 
beginning, middle and end 
of a story 

5. I can sequence the key 
events in a story 

6. I can retell the story using 
pictures 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Little Red Riding Hood 

I can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend them 
together, knowing which letters 
represent some of them 

1. I can sort words that begin 
with the same sound 

2. I can hear and say the 
initial sounds in words 

3. I can orally blend and 
segment sounds in words 

4. I can link some sounds to 
letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the 
alphabet 

5. I can read phase 2 CVC 
and irregular words 

6. I can read phase 2 labels 
and captions 

I can retell simple stories and 
talk about the key characters, 
events and settings. 

1. I can recall the main 
characters, setting and 
events in a story using 
Tales Toolkit 

2. I can suggest how a story 
might end 

3. I can sequence the key 
events in a story 

4. I can describe and answer 
questions about story 
settings, events and 
characters 

5. I can retell the story using 
pictures 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff 
Gingerbread Man 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

Writing Steps Writing Opportunities  Writing Steps-Decoding and 
Word Strand 

Writing Steps- Composition 
Strand 

Writing Opportunities  

I can explain what I have written 
and talk about pictures I have 
created 

1. I can sometimes tell an 
adult about the marks I 
make 

2. I can tell an adult or friend 
what my picture is 

3. I can tell an adult or friend 
what I have been writing 

4. I can explain what I have 
written and talk about 
pictures I have created 

Tales Toolkit- images of setting and 
character 
 
Painting and drawing characters 
from texts 
 
Recipes 

I can segment the sounds in 
simple words knowing which 
letters represent some of them 

1. I can sort words that begin 
with the same sound 

2. I can hear and say the 
initial sounds in words 

3. I can orally blend and 
segment sounds in words 

4. I can link some sounds to 
letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the 
alphabet 

5. I can write phase 2 CVC 
and irregular words 

6. I can write phase 2 labels 
and captions 

I can orally plan what I am going 
to write 

1. I can retell a familiar story 
2. I can write my name and 

labels 
3. I can break the flow of 

speech into words 
4. I can orally innovate a 

familiar story 
5. I can tell an adult what 

sentence I want to write 

Tales Toolkit- Retelling and 
innovating stories- include labels 
and orally plan sentences. 
 
Creating story maps to retell stories 
and innovate own- label as 
appropriate 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


