
Headteacher Update-Wednesday 22nd April 2020 
Dear families, 

Back in October, I made the decision that this 

academic year would be my last working as a 

Headteacher.  

I have worked with children and families now for 33 

years and have loved the highs and lows of every 

minute.  

It was a difficult decision to make as I have absolutely 

adored my time at Bank End and Hunningley, but I 

made it because it is time to give myself and my 

family more, and give someone younger the chance to 

take the schools under their wings and let them fly. 

For many years I have worked too, too hard and my 

family have only had a tiny part of me. When the 

horrendous happened to Mrs Dean, I was absolutely 

determined to do everything I could to help the situation to be the absolute best it could be. I think I have 

done that. Mrs Dean is happy and has moved on and the school has continued to make significant 

progress. The staff team are amazing, and I know they will continue to be and work their socks off 

moving forwards. 

In a couple of weeks my first grandchild will be born. I found out about him in October last year, and it 

was the final piece or reason that I needed to make the decision that I needed to make.  

Michelle Kelly has done an amazing job of taking over Bank End. I have every faith that she will lead it 

well and love it even more. I wish her and the community every success.  

So, getting it right for Hunningley has been very important.  I have worked hard and supported United 

Learning to find and recruit a new Headteacher. Catherine Horton-Hale is a lovely and dynamic person. 

She is committed to communities and driven to improve teaching and learning. I will work with her over 

the coming months to make sure she knows everything she needs to know, so she can lead you and 

your community over this next exciting period.  

I want you to know that I will support you and look after you just as I have all year until the very last 

minute of my time. I’m here working until September when Catherine fully takes over.  

It is a bittersweet time for me. I have loved working with you and for you-you genuinely have the best 

children in the entire UK, but I’m excited for a future where I will have time for my children and my 

grandchildren-my hens and my garden.  

It’s not the end, its just a new beginning, 

Much love,   

 

 

Nic Thorpe-Executive Headteacher  


