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Appendix 1 to Writing-Steps to Success 

 



 

 
 
 
 

Nursery- Expectation-Writing 

Autumn 1/Spring 2 Autumn 2/Summer 1 Spring 1/Summer 2 

I can explain what I have written and talk about 
pictures I have created 

I can write my own name I can hear and say the initial sounds in words 

1. I can sometimes tell an adult about the marks I 
make 

2. I can tell an adult or friend what my picture is 
3. I can tell an adult or friend what I have been 

writing 
4. I can explain what I have written and talk about 

pictures I have created 

1. I can create circles and lines using my whole 
body 

2. I can hold pencils, paintbrushes and other tools 
to make marks 

3. I can draw anticlockwise circles and retrace 
lines with a pencil 

4. I can copy some letters from my name 
5. I can hold a pencil correctly to form some 

recognisable letters 
6. I can write my name 

1. I can match and sort different sounds in the 
environment 

2. I can match and sort different sounds made by 
musical instruments 

3. I can sort words that begin with the same sound 
4. I can hear and say the initial sounds in words 

 

 
  



 

 
 
 

Reception-Autumn Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand 

I can segment the sounds in simple words knowing which letters 
represent some of them 

I can orally plan what I am going to write  

1. I can sort words that begin with the same sound 
2. I can hear and say the initial sounds in words 
3. I can orally blend, and segment sounds in words 
4. I can link some sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 

alphabet 
5. I can write phase 2 CVC and irregular words 
6. I can write phase 2 labels and captions 

1. I can retell a familiar story 
2. I can write my name and labels 
3. I can break the flow of speech into words 
4. I can orally innovate a familiar story 
5. I can tell an adult what sentence I want to write 

Reception-Spring Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand  

I can write Phase 3 CVC words and am beginning to read simple 
sentences 

I can compose simple sentences and plan a story using Tales Toolkit/ story 
maps 

1. I can link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet 

2. I can write phase 2 CVC words and irregular words 
3. I can write phase 2 labels and captions 
4. I can write phase 3 CVC and irregular words 

1. I can separate words using a finger space 
2. I can have a go at writing a short sentence 
3. I can write a short story by innovating a story I know well  

Reception-Summer Term 

Decoding and Word Recognition Strand Compositional Strand  

I can write simple sentences using phonic knowledge to write regular 
words 

I can write simple stories 

1. I can write phase 3 CVC and irregular words 
2. I can write phase 3 captions  
3. I can write phonically regular words of more than 1 syllable as well as 

many high frequency word 

1. I can write a simple sentence that starts with a capital letter and ends with a full 
stop 

2. I can write a simple story using my own ideas 
3. I can write a simple story using story book language 



 

 
Characters used to teach transcription 

 
Characters used to teach composition 

 

      
 

  
 
 
 

Little Miss Neat BenTen- Pencil Grip Captain Capital Finger Space Magic Lower Case Luke Super Ted Sit on the Line Soundtalk Words Full Stop Fairy 

     
 
 
 

Woody Words are Nouns Buzz Words are Verbs Daffy Duck Describes using Adjectives Count Dukula Connects using 
Conjuctions 

Spider Man Starts Sentences 
Differently each Time 



 

 

 

Year 1 is an important year in aiding pupils’ ability to write. They need to be taught the basic skills and practise these in a variety of situations and for several 

purposes until they have mastered them. Over learning basic skills in Year 1 is imperative to putting firm foundations in place for a child to be an independent, 

innovative and confident writer.  

Focus for learning in Year 1 

➢ capital letters-full stops-finger spaces letter formation-orientation and size 

➢ using phonics to spell 

➢ basic word class-nouns-verbs-adjectives 

➢ single clause sentence-simple 

➢ simple conjunctions in a compound sentence  

Term 1 

➢ uses a capital letter, have clear finger spaces and end with a full stop usually in no more than two simple sentences 

➢ can independently say a sentence, count the words and write own or dictated sentence independently 

➢ improved letter formation and a growing knowledge of letter families 

➢ letters sit on a line 

➢ phonetically plausible spelling 

Term 2 

➢ consistently uses a capital letter, have clear finger spaces and end with a full stop in all simple sentences  

➢ formation of letters accurate 

➢ secure knowledge of letter families  

➢ increased accuracy of spelling, some polysyllabic spellings accurate, beginning to learn alternative spelling  

➢ knowledge of nouns-verbs-adjectives 

Term 3 

➢ consistently uses a capital letter, have clear finger spaces and end with a full stop in a small chunk of paragraph writing  

➢ letter sizing is increasingly accurate, some will be ready to use cursive for some graphemes  

➢ increased accuracy in spelling both phonetically and words that are high frequency  

➢ basic understanding of a compound sentence  



 

 

  



 

 

 

In Year 2 the teaching very much builds upon the work in Year 1. Maintaining excellent basic skills is important and the development of these consistently and 

fluently in a longer piece of writing is a key learning point. There is a big focus upon ensuring pupils use cursive writing accurately.  Models used by teachers 

give pupils access to more technical or creative vocabulary. The focus for this year group will be to over learn and master the use of: 

➢ punctuation- full stop, commas, question marks, exclamation marks  

➢ word classes 

➢ sentence structures  

Term 1 

➢ secure understanding of nouns, verbs and adjectives-they use them accurately  

➢ secure understanding of simple and compound sentences and the use of coordinating conjunctions  

➢ cursive letters are all formed correctly and positioned on the line accurately 

 

Term 2 

➢ all taught punctuation is used accurately  

➢ start to use a complex sentence using subordinating conjunctions 

➢ identification of the subordinate and main clause 

➢ can spell most of the common exception words correctly  

Term 3 

➢ to write in neat cursive handwriting  

➢ to write simple coherent narratives  

➢ to apply all phonic knowledge to support with spelling  

➢ understand the use of paragraphs  

  

Recognising ‘Greater Depth Writing’ from a young age: 
 

➢ have a strong awareness of audience 
➢ pay attention to the craft of writing 
➢ show an original style or “voice” 
➢ show an ability to imitate or experiment with different 

styles of writing 
➢ show an awareness of more sophisticated language and 

literary features and consciously use them 
➢ apply reading experiences to writing 
➢ show a dislike of repetitive, closed or over-scaffolded 

tasks 



 

 

  



 

 

 

In Year 3 the teaching very much builds upon the work in Year 2. The best teaching focuses upon the objectives taught in Y2 and understand that they need 

to be thoroughly consolidated before moving on. Moving on too quickly in Y3, can leave pupils with errors and gaps that are difficult to repair and bridge later. 

Maintaining excellent basic skills is important and the development of these consistently and fluently in a longer piece of writing is a key learning point. In this 

year group pupils broaden their word class knowledge and vocabulary. The focus for this year group is to master: 

➢ sentence structures  
➢ tense 

➢ word choice-verbs-nouns-pronouns 

➢ adverbs and adverbials  

Term 1 

➢ independently and confidently using capital letters, full stops, apostrophes-starting to use commas    

➢ uses well and understands the reasons for using a compound sentence  

➢ develops cohesion between sentences 

➢ uses expanded noun phrases and demarcates with commas 

 

Term 2  

➢ uses correct tense-knows that nouns and verbs need to agree 

➢ uses complex sentences  

Term 3 

➢ can open in the subordinate 

➢ uses a range of sentence structures confidently 

➢ chooses and uses a range of punctuation 

➢ uses perfect past tense and present tense  

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

In Year 4 the teaching very much builds upon the work in Year 3.  Maintaining excellent basic skills is important and the development of these consistently and 

fluently in a longer piece of writing is a key learning point. In this year group pupils start to use cohesive devises to develop their writing and make links across 

paragraphs. The focus for this year group is to master: 

➢ expanded noun phrases 

➢ fronted adverbials 

➢ conjunctions  

➢ perfect tense forms 

➢ descriptive devises-similes-metaphors-personification  

 

Term 1 

➢ uses sentence demarcation with accuracy commas in lists and for fronted adverbials 

➢ become more adventurous with sentence structure-uses compound sentences for effect  

➢ varies sentences openers using fronted adverbials as one device  

 

Term 2 

➢ the subordinate clause is used well within a complex sentence  

➢ an apostrophe is used accurately for possession and omission  

➢ use a range of conjunctions to join sentences and uses time connectives without repetition  

Term 3 

➢ uses perfect form 

➢ uses inverted commas  

➢ chooses and uses a variety of sentence/clause structures with increasing confidence and accuracy  

  

Working towards Greater Depth by the end of KS2: 
 

➢ have a strong awareness of audience; 
➢ pay attention to the craft of writing; 
➢ show an original style or “voice”; 
➢ show an ability to imitate or experiment with 

different styles of writing; 
➢ show an awareness of more sophisticated 

language and literary features and consciously 
use them; 

➢ apply reading experiences to writing; 
➢ show a dislike of repetitive, closed or over-

scaffolded tasks. 
➢ have a strong awareness of audience 
➢ pay attention to the craft of writing 
➢ show an original style or “voice” 
➢ show an ability to imitate or experiment with 

different styles of writing 
➢ show an awareness of more sophisticated 

language and literary features and consciously 
use them 

➢ apply reading experiences to writing; 
➢ show a dislike of repetitive, closed or over-

scaffolded tasks 



 

 

  



 

  

 

Year 5 marks the beginning of the final phase in school. Pupils must be efficiently achieving the expectations at Year 4 to build upon these in UKS2.  

Maintaining excellent basic skills is important as pupils will have more demands on them in terms of punctuation, executing sentence structures and making 

good vocabulary choices.  In this year group pupils start to extend ideas within paragraphs whilst developing strong vocabulary choices and maintaining tense 

formality.  

➢ use of paragraphs 

➢ punctuation and use of speech within the context of a text 

➢ use of adjectives and vocabulary extension 

➢ Y5/6 spelling appendix  

➢ Handwriting becoming more fluent  

Term 1  

➢ devices taught to structure writing  

➢ grammatically accurate use of sentences structures  

➢ use a comma for a pause in a complex sentence  

➢ use cohesive devises  

 

Term 2 

➢ chooses and uses parenthesis accurately for clarity 

➢ develops use of model verbs and adverbs  

➢ uses more precise or technically accurate vocabulary-innovates own text from a range of models shared 

Term 3 

➢ use a semi colon as a silent connective 

➢ maintain tense and formality across a range of texts  

➢ uses a range of cohesive devises 

➢  spelling of Y5/6 words is stronger in independent pieces  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
  
 
  



 

 
 
 
 

Year 6 marks the final year in school. Pupils must be efficiently achieving the expectations at Year to build upon these in readiness for the next stage of their 

educational career.  Maintaining excellent basic skills is important as pupils will have more demands on them in terms of punctuation, executing sentence 

structures and making good vocabulary choices.  In this year group pupils start to extend ideas within paragraphs and apply all previous learning to a wide 

range of text types and genre. They develop stronger understanding of formality and apply this in context for a purpose and audience.  

➢ apply skills learnt effectively and purposefully 

➢ use skills for effect 

➢ control the reader  

Term 1  

➢ use the full range of punctuation with accuracy for effect 

➢ sentences are written with: 

▪ expanded noun phrases  

▪ nouns and verbs agree 

▪ variation in structure 

▪ hyphens 

▪ inverted commas for dialogue 

➢ cohesive devises are used with confidence and accuracy  

➢ spelling is accurate  

Term 2 

➢ dashes, semi-colons and colons are used 

➢ verb forms are used for effect and tense is accurate  

➢ cohesive devises become more advanced and developed  

➢ all punctuation is used with accuracy  

Term 3 

➢ advanced punctuation is accurate and appropriate 

➢ there is control over the reader through sentence structures-short/one word/very complex 

➢ figurative language is used to effect  

 

Writing at a Greater Depth  
➢ read with a writer’s eye, noticing the effects a writer creates 

and asking how he or she did it 
➢ master handwriting and spelling – these skills need to be 

automatic so that children are not too preoccupied with them to 
concentrate on composition 

➢ know what they want to say – pupils need reasons to write, 
and suitable content to write about 

➢ internalise the different stages of the writing process: planning, 
drafting and editing and proof reading their work 

➢ write with a reader’s eye, constantly re-reading work to check 
that it makes sense and that the message is effectively 
conveyed 

➢ know how different sorts of texts are structured, so that, over 
time, they can create their own structures appropriate to 
audience and purpose 

➢ have a feeling for grammar, varying and controlling sentence 
structure with ease, in order to create different language 
effects 

➢ are capable of writing at length while maintaining a sense of 
audience, purpose and organisation 


